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“Education is for improving the lives of others and for leaving your 
community and world better than you found it.” ~Marian Wright Edelman 
 

 

 
General Updates and Resources 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Community Schools Cohort 2 Designation 
Community Schools Cohort 2 applications will be available in February. Any Local District, Community of Schools, or school 
site that would like to set up an informational meeting about this transformational process, may reach out to Cora Watkins. 
Applications, resources, and a complete schedule describing the application process will be available through the new 
Community Schools website on February 8, 2021. 
 
For more information, please contact Cora Watkins, Coordinator, cwatkins@lausd.net.  
 
African American Experiences Channel  
The contributions, struggles, and triumphs of African Americans are woven into the fabric of American history and culture. 
This robust collection is organized by two frameworks: the Teaching Tolerance Social Justice Standards and the African 
American Studies curriculum organization of Culture, History, and Politics. Explore and integrate a variety of K-12 resources 
into classroom instruction and help students understand America's complex history, gain insight into the experiences of 
classmates, and imagine a more equitable future for people of all backgrounds. 
 
LACOE Series on Dyslexia and Struggling Readers 
Screening for Dyslexia: What School Leaders Need to Know 
Feb. 23, 2021, 3:00 - 4:00 p.m. 
Audience: K-12 Teachers, Instructional Coaches, Administrators  
 
Implementing Intervention for Students with Dyslexia: What Teachers Need to Know 
March 17, 2021, 3:00 - 4:00 pm 
Audience: K-12 Teachers, Instructional Coaches, Administrators  
 
Accommodating Students with Dyslexia in the Middle & High School Classroom: What Teachers Need to Know 
April 14, 2021, 3:00 - 4:00 p.m. 
Audience: Middle School Teachers, High School Teachers, Secondary Administrators, Instructional Coaches 
 
Assessing & Supporting Dyslexia: What School Psychologists Need to Know 
May 12, 2021, 3:00 - 4:00 p.m. 
Audience: School Psychologists, Administrators, Instructional Coaches 
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DOI Policy Updates 

mailto:cwatkins@lausd.net
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flausd.discoveryeducation.com%2Flearn%2Fplayer%2F48c8fada-0d7f-4444-9c48-70e75e515969&amp;data=04%7C01%7Ccaroline.walden%40lausd.net%7C48c40478586b4da82cbf08d8b5a24a57%7C042a40a1b1284ac48648016ffa121487%7C0%7C0%7C637459056018953079%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&amp;sdata=1WoBUjgAmjBzSD4YUecBu0xsEEr1YBY08UOHdCxJusM%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tu138AxTGD2w8weezsLm_t55it5M0ruN/view?usp=sharing
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Flacoe.k12oms.org%2F1540-196391&data=04%7C01%7Ccaroline.walden%40lausd.net%7C6cdaeeeaad9641d5bbc908d8b2886908%7C042a40a1b1284ac48648016ffa121487%7C0%7C0%7C637455646240762205%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=1UBI8V%2FF8QZEvo9ZikavGOx7EAdGHkeRs3OmCJb3NPY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001bYmJXgVabnvIugG2lhZ3YyZD6K-03MgqO8U9fzdrUhDqwT3mvqbRFar00T3ngniBa0qMdC9TlIjm3ZtI_BCa_4jJFaLF6Odqftn3jkPqyrFAOf65qNEU88RbwfHAOZPU9UAeyu6SC57c9QYJ-P78RfFZwW8uZ-jU%26c%3D3pgG3T__PlQ-zZRG4t8NVbRgeLEJYSelRukQQG9g2aLCKyBh0X4w4w%3D%3D%26ch%3D8Iau5M4Xwp8ymGN2Uyf3lDCPEeS0tCDVwO6TlbdvhGKZevqLA5wi9A%3D%3D&data=04%7C01%7Ccaroline.walden%40lausd.net%7C6cdaeeeaad9641d5bbc908d8b2886908%7C042a40a1b1284ac48648016ffa121487%7C0%7C0%7C637455646240772201%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=0ASlbDOEOon9LeBwE8dJxyb1QQ9mV3wEKLak5oNB%2Fmc%3D&reserved=0
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001bYmJXgVabnvIugG2lhZ3YyZD6K-03MgqO8U9fzdrUhDqwT3mvqbRFar00T3ngniBUs-KqXFe994H4Wli1XhsrNzIG2zOZGuvcohT8XLWkZXTaQAQ0_Ng1z9KzD0U9seMRxEHHtv-W1ieZdxiPkD8TFZ698klQKyg%26c%3D3pgG3T__PlQ-zZRG4t8NVbRgeLEJYSelRukQQG9g2aLCKyBh0X4w4w%3D%3D%26ch%3D8Iau5M4Xwp8ymGN2Uyf3lDCPEeS0tCDVwO6TlbdvhGKZevqLA5wi9A%3D%3D&data=04%7C01%7Ccaroline.walden%40lausd.net%7C6cdaeeeaad9641d5bbc908d8b2886908%7C042a40a1b1284ac48648016ffa121487%7C0%7C0%7C637455646240772201%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=i7FLRyc4nilLz4k4kxkeyPdkDam2l79Yt1M9YPLLb%2F8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001bYmJXgVabnvIugG2lhZ3YyZD6K-03MgqO8U9fzdrUhDqwT3mvqbRFZjRfOgvtX_APDXwSiSmyYCpFhlmjNO2N2uoWnEZnGv7c4LcuVCDMlwYriWC3r9hHcG0xAU-wSnobqjAW-FejArgTiX1amYnpv_v0R8O3R-h%26c%3D3pgG3T__PlQ-zZRG4t8NVbRgeLEJYSelRukQQG9g2aLCKyBh0X4w4w%3D%3D%26ch%3D8Iau5M4Xwp8ymGN2Uyf3lDCPEeS0tCDVwO6TlbdvhGKZevqLA5wi9A%3D%3D&data=04%7C01%7Ccaroline.walden%40lausd.net%7C6cdaeeeaad9641d5bbc908d8b2886908%7C042a40a1b1284ac48648016ffa121487%7C0%7C0%7C637455646240782194%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=fU%2FUsqN%2FFp0wT0LuiHPUnaxxRcu61kT5MD6ibT%2Fa%2Bu8%3D&reserved=0
http://achieve.lausd.net/Page/10810
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I Do Solemnly Swear: The U.S. Presidential Inauguration Virtual Field Trip 
This behind-the-scenes Virtual Field Trip features Inauguration Day questions from real students and answers from real 
experts. Spark student interest and dive deeper into Inauguration Day topics including what it is like to be present during a 
presidential inauguration, the purpose of inaugurations, why inaugurations happen on January 20 in the United States, why the 
inauguration is held at the Capitol, and what it is like to move into the White House. 
 
UCLA Curtis Center Mathematics and Virtual Teaching Conference 
Join fellow educators on March 6th for inspiring day of learning.  
 

Grant and Competition Opportunities 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
K12 Grants and Upcoming Events 

Upcoming and continuing grant opportunities are available.  
 
California Grant Watch Website 
The California Grant Watch website lists grants for public school teachers for the improvement of education, innovative 
teaching strategies, and professional development opportunities.  
 
Educators of America Grant 
MicroGrant Program for Educators and Teachers provides grants to improve technological resources. Classroom technology 
grant applications are reviewed on a quarterly basis and responses are given accordingly. 
 
Grant Writing Modules 
The Division of Instruction has three online modules focused on Grant Writing. Each module is between 8-15 minutes in 
length. Module 1: A Grant Writing Guide; Module 2: Grant Application Process; Module 3: Key Components of a Grant 
Proposal. To access the modules, go to MyPLN, under the learning dropdown menu, select Search LAUSD Catalog, and enter 
keyword Grants in the Global Search. Click on the module you wish to view.  
 
National Education Association Foundation Learning and Leadership Grants 
The National Education Association Foundation is offering $2,000 and $5,000 grant awards.  Deadline for applications are  
February 1, June 1, and October 1, of each year. 

 
Access, Equity, and Acceleration (AEA) 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
MOY LAS Links Remote Testing Window - January 19 - March 5, 2021 
The Middle of the Year LAS Links Remote testing window began on Tuesday, January 19 and has  been extended to Friday, 
March 5, 2021.  Academic English Mastery Program Schools are recommended to administer the MOY LAS Links 
Assessment to monitor the Academic Language Proficiency Levels of Standard English Learners.  
 
For more information, please contact Kimberly Mitchell-Dismukes, Administrative Coordinator, kmitc1@lausd.net. 
 
African American History Month Essay and Multimedia Contest - January 25 - March 5, 2021 
In honor of African American History Month, the Academic English Mastery Program is hosting their annual essay and 
multimedia contest! Students throughout L.A. Unified are invited to write an essay or create a multimedia presentation that 
vividly describes an African American who has impacted the field of STEM - Science, Technology, Engineering, and 
Mathematics. Grand Prize Winners and winning participant will receive certificates and prizes. Visit the AEMP website for 
contest guidelines. 
 
For more information, please contact Jessica Thomas, Specialist, jessica.thomas@lausd.net.  

 
Instructional Technology Initiative (ITI) 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Professional Development Opportunities 
Reaching Beyond the Classroom - Digital Citizen: This course is designed to support educators in preparing to engage with learners 
that need to be empowered to thrive in an increasingly evolving technological landscape. Through a variety of activities, this 

https://app.discoveryeducation.com/learn/videos/5f6df3db-14e6-4651-a9b0-e194738c3eea/
https://curtiscenter.math.ucla.edu/conferences/
https://thejournal.com/articles/resources/upcoming-grants-and-events.aspx
https://california.grantwatch.com/cat/42/teachers-grants.html
https://educatorsusa.org/our-programs/micro-grants/
https://www.neafoundation.org/for-educators/learning-and-leadership-grants/
mailto:kmitc1@lausd.net
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flausdaea.net%2F2021-african-american-history-contest%2F&data=04%7C01%7Ccaroline.walden%40lausd.net%7C02af9336b1e54f46195708d8c477dffc%7C042a40a1b1284ac48648016ffa121487%7C0%7C0%7C637475366421775774%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=GP791dan%2FFk%2B0FXIVe7QA2Ds7iBYJTQCWXVJhzeJWZ8%3D&reserved=0
mailto:jessica.thomas@lausd.net
https://achieve.lausd.net/Page/13396


 
 

 achieve.lausd.net/instruction 

 

3 

ELEMENTARY INSTRUCTI ONAL UPDATE                FEBRUARY 2021  

course will provide opportunities to learn L.A. Unified’s definition of Digital Citizenship, the District’s policies and best 
practices around engaging in digital learning environments, as well as provide a wealth of teaching and learning resources that 
educators can put into practice immediately. 

 
Dates: February 15-28, 2021  
Time: Two-hours Asynchronous Self-Paced  
Registration: MyPLN  
Location: Virtual Connect 
Compensation: District Training Rate ($25/hour) 

 
Google Level 2 Certification: designed for educators and classroom teachers who wish to demonstrate proficiency in using Google 
for Education tools. The Level 2 status indicates that an educator is able to successfully integrate a wider range of Google 
Suite for Education tools and other technologies in order to transform their teaching practice. 
 
International Society for Technology in Education (ISTE) Innovative Designer: this course guides learners in understanding how to 
integrate a variety of technologies in the design process as they explore the development of innovative solutions to real world 
problems (two-hour synchronous). 
 

Dates: February 17, 18, and 24, 2021 
Time: 4:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.  
Location: Virtual Connect  
Registration: MyPLN 

 
Foundations for Computational and Critical Thinking (Early Education): this course is an adaptive hands-on experience for educators 
in Early Education. Participants will interact with different manipulatives to reinforce, math, English, coding, and student‘s 
imagination (two-hour synchronous and two-hour asynchronous). 
 

Dates: Saturday, February 27, 2021 
Time: 9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.  
Location: Virtual Connect  
Registration: MyPLN 

 
For more information, please contact Maria Magnanimo-Toledo, Specialist, mmagna1@lausd.net.  

 
Mastery Learning and Grading (MLG) 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Virtual MLG PD Series for School-Sites 
MLG offers equity in grading and instructional practices and fosters a growth-mindset in students. Facilitated by MLG 
coaches, six two-hour, synchronous Zoom workshops, scheduled two to three weeks apart, and eight hours of asynchronous 
Schoology learning result in MLG certification and training rate pay for all hours beyond the contracted day. To schedule a 
school-site specific PD series for 12 or more or to join a PD series, please contact your Local District MLG coaches. 
 
Virtual MLG Salary Point Classes 
Participants who successfully complete this deeper dive into MLG with six synchronous Zoom 2.5 hour workshops and 30 
hours of asynchronous online learning will earn one Salary Point Credit and MLG certification.  To enroll on MyPLN, search 
keywords “mastery salary point.”  
 
MLG Certified Implementation Support 
Mastery Learning and Grading Implementation Support sessions are available to MLG certified teachers. To find out about 
implementation support options in your Local District and compensation, please visit our website and contact your Local 
District MLG coaches. 
For more information, please contact Chris Grounds, MLG Coordinator, christopher.grounds@lausd.net.  

 
 
 
 

mailto:mmagna1@lausd.net
https://achieve.lausd.net/MLG
https://achieve.lausd.net/MLG
mailto:christopher.grounds@lausd.net
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Multilingual and Multicultural Education Department (MMED) 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Summative ELPAC Testing Window 
The administration of the 2020-21 computer-based Summative ELPAC assessment must occur within the established testing 
window. For all students, the testing window for the computer-based Summative ELPAC assessment opened on February 1, 
2021 and ends on May 14, 2021. New eligible students who enroll at the school after May 14, 2021 must be tested by May 28, 
2021. 
 
For more information, please contact Local District EL programs Coordinator or Elizabeth Shnorhokian, EL 
Programs/Compliance Specialist, emald4@lausd.net.  

 
Personalized Learning Systems (PLS) 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Schoology Professional Development  
There are a number of new Schoology training sessions taking place this Spring. New asynchronous topics are available and 
synchronous topics are updated monthly. Please visit our training website to find these learning opportunities as well as Office 
Hours sessions and salary point classes. 
 
Recurring Calendar Events 
Users can now create recurring calendar events in Schoology. This enhancement gives users the ability to create recurring 
calendar events that can be set to repeat daily, weekly, monthly, etc. as well as deleting them.  
 
Schoology Support 
Schools and District offices seeking Schoology support should contact the help desk via phone at 213-241-2700 or open a self-
service ticket using the Remedy ticketing system. Please note that you will receive a response to your help desk ticket through a 
Remedy system email.  Please check your SPAM or JUNK email folder for messages coming from LAUSD ITSM Remedy 
incoming@lausd.onbmc.com. 
 
For more information, please contact Antonio Hernandez, Coordinator, antonio.hernandez@lausd.net.  

 
Whole Child Student Information Reporting System 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Whole Child Student Information Reporting System Supports Remote Learning and College & Career Readiness 
New ed tech data includes Benchmark, Great Minds, Reading Horizons, and Savvas; see Remote Learning Student Related Information on 
the What’s New Page.  
Information on College and Career Readiness such as A-G status, career pathway, and Naviance tasks are available: 

 Student Monitoring > Challenged Tenet > College and Career 

 Student Search > College Readiness > College & Career Readiness Guide (individualized and downloadable) 

 Whole Child View > Graduation & College Readiness and Career Readiness 

 
Observances and Commemorative Events 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
For the month of February, L.A. Unified has the following observances and commemorative events: 
 

Observance Resource Links 

Black History Month 
ASALH 

Black History Month 
African American History Month 

National Freedom Day  
(February 1) 

National Freedom Day 
13th Amendment to the Constitution 

History Channel 

Lincoln’s Birthday  
(February 12) 

History Channel 
Lincoln’s Birthday 

National Constitution Center 

National No One Eats Alone Day No One Eats Alone Day 

mailto:emald4@lausd.net
https://achieve.lausd.net/plstraining
http://bit.ly/SGYCreateRecurringEvent
http://bit.ly/SGYCreateRecurringEvent
http://bit.ly/SGYDeleteRecurringEvents
http://bit.ly/LAUSDMyIT
mailto:antonio.hernandez@lausd.net
https://achieve.lausd.net/wholechild
https://asalh.org/black-history-themes/
http://www.holidayscalendar.com/event/black-history-month/
https://africanamericanhistorymonth.gov/
https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/us/national-freedom-day
https://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=false&doc=40
https://www.history.com/topics/black-history/thirteenth-amendment
https://www.history.com/topics/us-presidents/abraham-lincoln
http://www.holidayinsights.com/other/lincoln.htm
https://constitutioncenter.org/blog/how-abraham-lincoln-lost-his-birthday-holiday-2
https://www.nooneeatsalone.org/


 
 

 achieve.lausd.net/instruction 

 

5 

ELEMENTARY INSTRUCTI ONAL UPDATE                FEBRUARY 2021  

Observance Resource Links 

(February 12) Beyond Differences 
The Lunch Tray 

Susan B. Anthony Day  
(February 15) 

Susan B. Anthony Museum 
Susan B. Anthony 

10 Quotes 

Presidents’ Day  
(February 15) 

History Channel 
InfoPlease 

Presidents’ Day 

Washington’s Birthday  
(February 22) 

National Archives 
Washington’s Birthday Fast Facts 

Mount Vernon 

National School Counseling Week  
(February 1-5) 

American School Counselor Association 
National School Counselor Week 

California Educator 

Take Your Family to School Week  
(February 14-21) 

PTA 
NAEYC 

Education World 

American Heart Month 
American Heart Association 

National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

Children’s Dental Health Month 
American Dental Association 

National Dental Pulp Laboratory 
Oral Health Resource Center 

 

https://www.beyonddifferences.org/
https://www.thelunchtray.com/celebrating-valentines-day-with-no-one-eats-alone/
https://susanb.org/her-life/
https://www.pledgeling.com/blog/susan-b-anthony-day-how-one-woman-made-a-difference/
https://www.brainyquote.com/lists/authors/top_10_susan_b_anthony_quotes
https://www.history.com/topics/holidays/presidents-day
https://www.infoplease.com/presidents-day-or-washingtons-birthday
http://www.calendarpedia.com/when-is/presidents-day.html
https://www.archives.gov/legislative/features/washington
https://www.cnn.com/2013/09/13/us/washingtons-birthday-fast-facts/index.html
https://www.mountvernon.org/george-washington/
https://www.schoolcounselor.org/Events-Professional-Development/Events/National-School-Counseling-Week
https://www.hmhco.com/blog/its-national-school-counseling-week-how-to-celebrate-in-your-school
https://californiaeducator.org/2020/01/13/national-school-counseling-week-2020/
https://www.pta.org/home/events/PTA-Take-Your-Family-to-School-Week
https://www.naeyc.org/resources/pubs/tyc/feb2017/backpack/take-your-family-school-week
https://www.educationworld.com/a_admin/admin/admin509.shtml
https://newsroom.heart.org/events/february-2020-american-heart-month-and-go-red-for-women
https://www.nhlbi.nih.gov/health-topics/education-and-awareness/heart-month
https://www.cdc.gov/heartdisease/american_heart_month.htm
https://www.ada.org/en/publications/ada-news/2019-archive/october/national-childrens-dental-health-month-to-celebrate-water-fluoridation-in-2020
https://ndpl.net/national-childrens-dental-health-month/
https://www.mchoralhealth.org/materials/dental-health-month.php

